
Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday, 7 April, 2009

Between 7pm and 8.20pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present Absent
John Hartshorne Chairman
Val Corbett Vice Chair
Sarah Robson
Ron Holden
Harry Scott

In attendance
Emma Anderson Parish Clerk
Cllr. John Riddle Northumberland County Council
Ruth Lognonne Hexham Courant
Andrew Shone RTC Sports Centre, Chairman
Michael Parr RTC Sports Centre, Treasurer

1.  Presentation by Andrew Shone: Chair of the Rede, Tyne and Coquet Sports Centre
Mr. Shone said the centre offered a full programme of activities including a healthy living class, children’s 
football with children attending from across the area, five-a-side football, badminton, net ball and regular 
meetings of the local Woodchips group.  The centre also organised open door sessions for young people over 13 
years of age and there were play schemes planned for the coming summer holidays.  Forthcoming developments 
included the introduction of trampolines, which were expected to be popular, the provision of new goal posts 
and outdoor basket ball hoops, with keep fit classes and karate and tennis coaching planned after Easter.  The 
centre was increasingly being used for social events including birthday and Christening parties and for meetings 
of the Young Farmers.  The centre would welcome hosting more social events.

The building itself, which was now twenty-one years old, needed care to keep it in good condition.  With regard 
to the centres management, Northumberland County Council (NCC) had promised funding for a further year, a 
grants officer had been appointed and the centre manager continued to provide an excellent service.  Plans were 
in hand, working jointly with the Probation Service, to decorate the centre and to reinstate a footpath to the 
centre in the autumn.  With the encouraging increase in bookings, the centre was rapidly becoming self-
sufficient.  The centre had written to all local Parish Councils seeking financial support and there had been 
positive responses from many.  

The Chairman thanked Mr. Shone for his report, acknowledging that the centre was a precious facility in a 
village the size of Otterburn.  Everyone had an obligation to raise the profile of the centre and ensure its support 
into the future.  Members AGREED

2.  Presentation by Councillor John Riddle, Northumberland County Council 
The Chairman invited Councillor Riddle to give a short report on the new unitary authority in Northumberland 
and other related matters.  Councillor Riddle was positive about the introduction of the new authority.  However 
the new contact centre telephone number had not been working properly on 1 April and there was some 
confusion about the different rates being charged by mobile and land-line telephone providers which needed 
urgent attention and resolution.  Planning and some other functions were still based in Tynedale for the time 
being.  The new Area Committees would meet in April, afterwards holding perhaps four meeting each year. 
There would also be working groups attached to the Area Committees dealing with issues such as highways. 
The new Community Forums were expected to provide a useful function in the new authority and it was 
expected that our local forum would meet in Bellingham.  In conclusion, Councillor Riddle offered to donate 
£1,000 from his capital expenditure fund towards the cost of constructing the footpath to Otterburn Mill.  

The Chairman thanked Councillor Riddle both for his report and his offer to support the cost of constructing 
the Mill Path.  Members AGREED.

3. Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received and AGREED from Clive Emerson who was unable to attend due to 
illness.
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4. Minutes of the previous meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting, having been circulated, were accepted as a true record and signed by 
the Chairman.

5. Matters arising
a) item 3a(1): Otterburn Hall Marquee:  The Clerk’s Report was received.  It was acknowledged that the 

recent exchange of correspondence between the Parish Council to the Northumberland National 
Park Authority (NNPA) had had an encouraging outcome.  IT WAS AGREED to continue to 
monitor this matter closely.

b) item 3b: Construction of Mill Path: The Clerk’s Report was received.  IT WAS AGREED that 1) 
following discussions with the landowner, the land to be donated would be two metres wide and 
one hundred and ten metres long and that the footpath would be constructed and fencing erected to 
fit these measurements; 2) the revised fencing estimate be accepted; 3) the revised footpath estimate 
be accepted; 4) the Clerk write to NCC and Otterburn Mill seeking payment of promised 
contributions towards the construction of the footpath; 5) the Clerk write to the successful 
contractors awarding the contracts at the agreed prices and to the unsuccessful contractor, thanking 
him for his estimate; 6) the Parish Council would pay the landowners legal costs and 7) the Clerk 
would ascertain if the County Council would be able to undertake the conveyancing on a reduced or 
no-cost basis.

c) item 3c: The Green at Willowgreen:  The Clerk had spoken to the landowner who was still unclear at to 
whether the gift of this land to the Parish Council would be possible.  IT WAS AGREED that the 
Clerk speak to the landowner again before the next meeting to ascertain any progress.

d) items 4c and 4d: Donations: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed. 

6. Finance
a) Parish Clerk’s salary and expenses: The Clerk’s claim for salary (£138.60) and expenses (£24.01) was 

AGREED.

b) Invoice received from Otterburn Memorial hall: IT WAS AGREED to pay an invoice totalling £27.00 
received from Otterburn Memorial Hall in respect of room hire. 

c) Donation request from Tynedale Sports Council: The Clerk’s Report was received.  IT WAS AGREED 
that the Clerk write to Tynedale Sports Council REFUSING a donation on the grounds that the 
Parish Council already provides financial support to the Rede, Tyne and Coquet Sports Centre.

7. Planning
There were no planning applications to consider.

8.  New business
a) Sewage at Otterburn Hall: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed.  

b) Correspondence:
1.  Boundary Committee Electoral Review: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed. The 

document was made available to any member wishing to read it.
2.  NNPA (Parish Council Representatives): The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed. 
3.  NHS North of Tyne Report (Building a Caring Future): The Clerk’s Report was received and 

agreed. The document was made available to any member wishing to read it.
4.  Flood Protection:  The document was made available to any member wishing to read it.
5.  CPRE Newsletter Spring 2009: The document was made available to any member wishing to 

read it.
6.  Committee Papers: The documents were made available to any member wishing to read them.

9. Any other business
There was no further business

10. Date, time and place of next meeting
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The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7pm on Tuesday, 5 May, 2009 at Otterburn 
Memorial Hall.
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